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s d complexity of th": PlOtv_b“t you were dl’ifwn to lose yourself in it, and to
retrace with lfntlrm.g interest the crossing paths of the different char-
acters. Dr- Zhivago is one of those books which are greater than the rules
by which critics seek to condemn 'them: and we must remember that it
is prccisely with such books as this that literature advances.

& In the end, when everyone had had his say, and the first pronounce-

y - ments on the book could be evaluated and summed up, it was clear that

n “the deeper and more original critical minds were sold on it. They were

o . obviously preparing to undertake a deeper and more detailed study of
the work. This was the case with Edmund Wilson, for example, who

E’ E came out with one of the most serious and favorable studies of the novel

|t sty (The New Yorker, November 15, 1958) and who later plunged more
deeply into what he believed to be the book’s symbolism (The Nation,
A-pt'll-ﬁ: 1959). It is interesting that Wilson’s enthusiasm led him into

a kind of Joycean labyrinth of allegory which he imagined he had dis-
covered in the book, and this evoked an immediate protest on the part
of the author. Pasterr k emphatically denied any intention of creating
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